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A landmark translation of one of the most popular works of world literture, this edition of the Tao Te
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It has, however, grown on me. Victor Mair is obviously a scholar of the highest order when it comes

to this particular text. He is well versed in scholarly areas that are literally foreign to me. Over time,

they have begun to make sense a bit more but I was quite put off by this in the beginning. The other

thing that was off-putting was his frequent use of 'I' in terms of his studies of Taoism. His reference

also to 'new' and 'never before considered' avenues of comparison between Taoism and Hinduism

gave me the impression of braggadocio that was quite disconcerting. I couldn't get passed what

seemed to me to be scholarly arrogance, a bit too puffed up on knowledge (which, for readers of the

Tao, can lead one astray...).I've since gotten beyond that and have begun to learn from what he has

to say. I believe what he has to say is valuable and needs to be considered (albeit with some salt).

He does know his stuff. As a scholar, and as one who has obviously put a great deal of thought into

dissecting the nuances of translating ancient Chinese terms into more modern English, he has done

an exquisite job in helping to really understand what the terms literally mean.The drawback with this,

however, is that it tends to be a bit dry and overly scholastic in nature. But on the same note this is

also important in trying to really get to what the terms mean rather than what we may read into them

(though this is not so cut and dry as it may sound).So I have begun to really appreciate his



unequalled journey into the meanings of the terms and their context (though his journeys into

comparing them to Hindu/Buddhist equivalents gets a bit tedious...) really helps me in drawing out

deeper meanings when balanced with other translations.So kudos to his effort.
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